
Give me the scarf and nobody gets hurt 

President Ed saysé. 

THE GRAVENHURST GROWL 

As I sit here a ponder the words to say to all for the last time this year 
(2009), I ask myself is to-day May or December?  I look at the calendar and 
it says December BUT where is the snow in Gravenhurst?  REMEMBER 
last year at this time we had 2 feet of that white stuff on the ground. The 
calendar says December 25th is Christmas Day - will flowers start popping 
out of the ground on Dec. 24th?  NO because most of us know the lawn-
mowers & garden tools have been put away & the snow blowers are 
gassed-up & ready to go; and that white stuff is COMING probably sooner then we expect  (except 

those who are going south or are already there, in sunshine) . 

 Six months ago I accepted the position (& challenge) of representing The Gravenhurst Lions Club 

as your President.  PROUDLY. 

 I sit here & say to each one of you, THANK YOU, and assure you I will continue for the remaining 6 
months to be your President.  Sure we have had our concerns/issues but we have over-come them 
as Lions (and adults).  More especially we have had our accomplishments & laughs, which far out 
weigh the previous sentence.  Let's continue on the +positive+ side because WE are the BEST 

damn Lions Club in the Zone/Region/District and in the Lions World. 

TO EVERY MEMBER OF THIS GREAT CLUB and their Families:  

Barb and Myself sincerely & truly wish each of YOU a very MERRY CHRISTMAS with all the love & 
happiness one can have during this joyous season.  May the NEW YEAR  2010 bring each good 

health and prosperity.   

BLESSINGS TO ALL in Lionism 
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Mark your 
calendar é. 
 See page 4 for December and 

 January dates 

 

Feb 7 - Cabinet Meeting 

 Penetang 

 

Feb 11 - ZC Chris visit to 

 Bracebridge 

 

Feb 24 - 21 East Zone Meeting 

 Huntsvil le 

 

March 27 & 28  

    Lions Learning Weekend  

     Bayview Wildwood  

District Governor  

George Bik 

Alliston Lions 

dg@a12lions.org 

 

1st Vice Governor 

Patti Byers 

Port McNicoll Lions 

vdg1@a12lions.org 

 

2nd Vice Governor 

Jim Corneau 

Bradford Lions  

vdg2@a12lions.org 

 

Region 21 Chair 

Maureen Hilt 

Emsdale Lions 

region21@a12lions.org 

 

Zone 21 East Chair 

PCST Chris Lewis 

Gravenhurst Lions 

Zone21@a12lions.org 

 

Bulletin Editor  

PDG Dave Durant 

cdnenvro@muskoka.com 

705-646-1313 

 

Gravenhurst Lions  
Club Meetings 

 

1st & 3rd  Tuesdays 

Social 6:30 pm  

Dinner 7pm 
Regatta Steak & Seafood 

Restaurant 

Muskoka Wharf 

 
Board of Directors  

4th Tuesday  
7pm 

Regatta 
 



Editorialé..   Never attack the person 

FROM LAST MONTH:  

ñHO, HO, friggin HOò 

ñWhatta mean a bad hair day??ò 

ñSorry, canôt hear you  - got an antler in my earò 

ñThatôs the last time I go that hairdresser!ò 

ñThis thing is squeezing my head so much, 

people will think Iôm really smilingò 

ñNice hat, Kathò 

Caption this photo é... 

Seconds of  Club Meetings (brief  summary of  the minutes) 

NOVEMBER 3 CLUB MEETING  

ß Gong has been retrieved from Stephenson Lions 

ß Club hopes to do a pancake breakfast and snow sculpturing 
contest instead of running a dance and bar at the Winter 
Carnival 

ß B of D motion to not display the US flag unless an Ameri-
can visitor is present was rescinded 

ß If you wish a new club shirt - please advise Sarah  -  Cost is 
$35.90 and colour is black. 

ß We will be doing Salvation Army kettles on December 12.  
Advise Fred Collins if you can help 

ß Carol Keith asked for donations of menôs clothing (medium 
size) to be forwarded to a young man from El Salvador. 

ß New meeting location signs on the road were approved 

ß New arena sign was approved 

ß Still need chairs for several committees when we host the 
2011 District convention.  If interested - please advise 
Daniel 

Page 2 THE GRAVENHURST GROWL 

Send me your captions for this photo. 

NOVEMBER 17 CLUB MEETING  

ß Louis Poitras will donate $50 to the Club with every 
vehicle purchased from him 

ß The property should sale should close this month 

ß IPDG Nancy presented the Club with a Community In-
volvement banner patch for activities last year 

ß Guest was Zone Chair Chris. Chris was introduced by 
his wife, gave an excellent speech on change, and Presi-
dent Ed was so impressed he arranged for not one, but 
two Lions to thank Chris  

ß Bud Leonard asked someone else to take over the Bin-
gos at the Legion.  Cindy has accepted. 

ß Approval to buy draw tickets from Camp Kirk 

It is norma1 for a group of people to disagree.   It is actually quite healthy, because when people provide another view, 

it allows us to see all sides of the situation.    Disagreement of ideas is good.   Disagreement between Lions is bad!! 

I do not have a problem with people who disagree with others - as I said, it is normal.   What I have a problem with is 

Lions who attack the other Lion when they disagree with what they have done or what they propose to do.   Never,  

never,  say ñYou are wrongò, or ñThat is a stupid ideaò ,etc.    No more staring at someone and saying that person is 

wrong to suggest something. 

Simply say, I disagree with the idea and give your reasons for disagreeing with the idea (not the person).  Look at the whole Club, 

not at the individual.  If you donôt have any good reasons, then stay quiet.   The Club doesn't need to hear from you if you donôt have 

any valid reasons for disagreeing.  

There have been too many situations in the Club lately where the ñwordsò have been directed at the individual - not to the idea.  The 

natural reaction is to react defensively when someone attacks you - and then we have an uncomfortable situation with two or more 

Lions exchanging ñwordsò. 

Letôs all sit back and listen to the other ideas, and if we have comments about the ideas, then state our views of the ideas.  PLEASE 

no more ñattacksò on each other!   

Our thoughts and prayers are with Bill Herrington 

GET WELL SOON 



Magical Mistletoe é. 
The Druids gathered it at both mid-summer and winter sol-

stices,  using it in their rituals.  In the Middle Ages, branches 

were hung over cribs and doorways to ward off evil spirits 

and witches.  And in Scandinavia, fighters would lay down 

their arms if they found themselves beneath trees where mistletoe grew.  In 

parts of England and Wales, farmers would give the holiday mistletoe to the 

first cow to calf in hopes of bringing prosperity to the entire herd. 

Mistletoe, which is actually poisonous, was also thought to cure a wide 

range of ills,  from infertility to epilepsy and ulcers.  It was even thought to 

have the power to extinguish fire, and to be a good luck charm in hunting. 

Itôs unclear exactly when ñkissing under the mistletoeò became a custom.  It 

may have originated during the Roman era.  According to Norse myth, the 

Goddess of Love was restored to life by mistletoe, after being slain by an 

arrow.  In gratefulness, she blessed mistletoe and gave a kiss to anyone who 

passed under it.  Her tears forming the pearl-coloured berries that now 

adorn the plant. 

Brain Teaser é. 
A heavy smoker wakes up 

at six am and finds him-

self out of cigarettes.  He 

gets dressed and rushes 

out, but the streets are 

blocked with snow,  (after all, it is winter 

in Muskoka).  Going back into his house 

he looks through all the ashtrays for 

butts, figuring out that with five butts he 

can make a new cigarette.    

He finds 25 butts, enough to last him 

until the roads may be clear. 

If he smokes one cigarette every hour, 

how long will his supply last? 

Upcoming  Conventionsé. 
 

A12 

April 23-25, 2010  Red Leaves Resort - Minett 

April 15-17, 2011  Taboo Resort - Gravenhurst 

April  20 - 22.  2012   Deerhurst Resort,   

                                                      Huntsville 

MDA  

June 3-6, 2010 - Kingston 

2011 - Ottawa 

2012 - Niagara Falls 

 

International  

June 28 - July 2, 2010 -  Sydney, Australia 

July 4 - 8, 2011 - Seattle,  Washington 

June 22 - 26, 2012 -   Busan, Korea 

July 5 - 9,  2013 - Hamburg, Germany 

July 4 - 8,  2014 - Toronto 

Seconds of  B of  D Meeting - Nov 24  
SWINE FLU PARANOIA - 

TENSIONS RISE 

How it should worké.. 
There have been several occasions where the proper procedure of club operations 
has come up.  The following is the suggested way for a club to operateé 

ß requests for funds or service should always be in writing. 

ß the letter should be announced by the Secretary at the Board or Club meeting 

ß the letter is given to a committee chair for handling with a copy kept by the Sec-
retary and a copy given to the VP in charge of that committee 

ß The committee then meets and investigates the request and reports their recom-
mendations to the Board of Directors.    

ß If the Board approves the recommendations of the committee and it is a budg-
eted item then the approval decision is reported in both the minutes and the 
bulletin so all members are aware of Board decisions.   If the amount of money 
exceeds the Board mandate ($1000) or if it involves actions of the whole club 
(ie holding a draw or running a convention) or if it is a change to the club policy 
manual then the Board decision, if approved, is subject to Club approval.   

ß If the Board turns something down, that is the end of it. 

ß If a Lion has ideas for one of the committees, then give the ideas to the chair, or 
ask to be part of the committee. 

ß The purpose of the Club business meeting is not to ratify every decision the 
Board makes, or question every decision made by a committee.  The Club busi-
ness meeting is when committee chairs report on their activities.  

ß If you want to be involved with all Club decisions, attend the Board of Directors 
meetings or become a member of the Board. 

ß New top for the gong has been received and it is being repaired 

ß $1000 donation to the Salvation Army 

ß Membership and Long Range Planning meeting on Dec 8th - advise 
Chris if you wish to attend. 

ß Christmas party will be Dec 15th at Regatta.  Bring a non-
perishable food item or toy.  Turkey dinner that night will be $20 
per person. 

ß Property is sold and investigations are underway to see if any of 
this money could go into the administration account 

ß  $400 donated for a special bike for a disabled 4yr old boy 

ß $100 donated to a local girl to enter a beauty pageant 

ß Motion to support Chris as Region Chair next year 

ß Approx $5000 has been raised in the draw so far. 



January 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

1  
Happy New Year 

2 

3 4    Convention      
Meeting 

5    Club Dinner 
Meeting -Regatta 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13   ZC Chris visit 
to Dorset 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 Club Dinner 
Meeting -Regatta 

20   ZC Chris visit 
to Stephenson 

21 22 23 

24 25 26     B of D 
          Meeting 

27 28 29 30 

31       

December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1    Club Dinner 
Meeting -Regatta 

      Business 

2 3 4 5 

6 7   Convention 
Planning Meeting 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15  Club Dinner 
Meeting -Regatta 
 Christmas Party 

16 17 18 19  
      Cheer 
      Kettles 

20 21   Terry S 
        Birthday 

22    B of D         
         Meeting 23 24     Gord C 

        Birthday 
Merry 

Christmas 
26 

27   Ian Gray 
        Birthday 28 29 30 31 Happy 

New 
Year 

 

Something to think abouté.. 

ñExperience comes from what we have done. Wisdom comes from what we have done badly.ò 

                          Theodore Levitt 



  Humour é 

ñWhat are you charged with?ò 

asked the Judge. 

ñDoing my Christmas shopping 

earlyò was the reply from the  

accused. 

ñThatôs not an offence . How early 

were you doing your shopping?ò 

asked the Judge. 

ñBefore the store openedò ... 

What do snowmen wear on their 

heads?                 Ice caps 

 

Whatôs an ig? 

  An Eskimo home without a loo 

 

What do you get if you cross a 

snowman with a shark? 

     Frost bite.  
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 Membership Idea of  
the Month é. 
 
Do you golf alone? 

 I t  would be boring!  

Do you work alone? 

 Itôs doubtful. 

Do you travel alone on vacation? 

 I t  would be lonely. 

Do you go camping alone? 

 I t  could be dangerous. 

Do you f ish alone? 

 Who can you brag to? 

Do you dine alone? 

 Itôs much more fun with  

 someone. 

 

Then why do so many Lions go to 

their Lions Club meeting alone? 

 

Invite a friend or friends to come 

along - share the experience - you 

know they wil l enjoy i t .  

 

Brain Teaser 
 

Six hours. 

After having smoked his five ciga-

rettes, he has another five butts, 

which are good for another cigarette. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO é.. 

Dec 19 - Barb & Ron Riddell 

Dec 22 - Lynn & Randy McGregor 

Dec 27 - Barb & Ed Stirrett 

Dec 31 - Nancy & Dave Durant 


