
White Cane Week ... 

THE GRAVENHURST GROWL 

In 1921, James Biggs, a photographer from Bristol, England, became 

blind following an accident. Because he was feeling uncomfortable 

with the amount of traffic around his home, he painted his walking 

stick white to be more easily visible. 

In 1930, the late George A. Bonham, President of the Peoria Lions 

Club (Illinois) introduced the idea of using the white cane with a red 

band as a means of assisting the blind in independent mobility. The 

Peoria Lions approved the idea, white canes were made and distrib-

uted, and the Peoria City Council adopted an ordinance giving the 

bearers the right-of way to cross the street. News of the clubôs activity 

spread quickly to other Lions clubs throughout the United States, and 

their visually handicapped friends experimented with the white canes. 

Overwhelming acceptance of the white cane idea by the blind and 

sighted alike 

quickly gave cane users a unique method of identifying their special 

need for travel consideration among their sighted counterparts 

Since 1946, the first week of February has traditionally been "White 

Cane Week" in Canada, due to the Canadian Council for the Blind 

initiative.  

This recognition week aims to demonstrate that a large number of 

people who are blind or who have low vision have active lives and are 

contributing to society: children develop normally, young people are 

studying, adults are working, and many of them engage in social, cul-

tural and leisure activities. 
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MEETING NIGHTS OF 
OTHER CLUBS  

Bala - 1st Wed 

Bracebridge  - 2nd & 4th Thurs 

Dorset - 2nd & 4th Wed 

Huntsville - 1st & 3rd Wed  

Stephenson - 1st & 3rd Wed 

Port Carling - 2nd & 4th Wed 

Windermere - 2nd & 4th Thurs 

Gravenhurst Lions  
Club Meetings 
1st & 3rd  Tuesdays 

Social 6:30 pm  

Dinner 7pm 

Regatta Steak & Seafood 
Restaurant 

Muskoka Wharf 

 
Board of Directors  

4th Tuesday  
7pm 

Regatta Restaurant 
 

Convention Planning 
1st Monday 

7pm 
Regatta Restaurant 

District Governor  

Patti Byers 

Port McNicoll Lions 

dg@a12lions.org 

 

1st Vice Governor 

Jim Corneau 

Bradford Lions  

vdg1@a12lions.org 

 

2nd Vice Governor 

Maureen Hilt 

Emsdale Lions 

vdg2@a12lions.org 

 

Region 21 Chair 

PCST Chris Lewis 

Gravenhurst Lions 

region21@a12lions.org 

 

Zone 21 East Chair 

Bob Barnhart 

Dwight Lions 

Zone21@a12lions.org 

 

Bulletin Editor  

PDG Dave Durant 

cdnenvro@muskoka.com 

705-646-1313 
To Be 6 Again... 

A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, observing his wife, looking at  herself in the mirror.   Since 

her birthday was not far off he asked what  she'd like to have for her Birthday.  
 

"I'd like to be six again", she replied, still looking in the mirror.  
 
On the morning of her Birthday, he arose early, made her a nice big bowl  of Lucky Charms, and then 
took her to Canadaôs Wonderland.  What a day!  He put her on every ride in the park; the Death Slide, 
the Wall of Fear, the Screaming Monster Roller Coaster, everything there was. Five hours later they 

staggered out of the theme park. Her head was reeling and her stomach felt upside down.  

He then took her to a McDonald's where he ordered her a Happy Meal with extra fries and a chocolate 

shake.  

Then it was off to a movie, popcorn, a soda pop, and her favourite candy,  M&M's.   What a fabulous 

adventure!  

Finally she wobbled home with her  husband and collapsed into bed exhausted. He leaned over his 
wife with a big smile and lovingly asked, "Well Dear, what was it like being six again??"  

Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly changed.  

"I meant my dress size, You dumb bunny!"  

NOTE 

THE  NEXT CONVENTION 

PLANNING MEETING WILL 

BE JANUARY 31ST  



FROM LAST MONTH:  

ñYou want me to stick the Christmas Tree WHERE?ò 

ñI thought with this hat I could use the Ladies washroom?ò 

or 

ñWhy is he hanging around the ladies 
room?ò 

or 

ñWho is he?  I thought Santa had a 
beard as well as a moustache and was a 
lot older!!!ò 

or 

ñI guess if he is the tail twister, he can 
get away wearing a hat like thatò 

Caption this photo é... 

Seconds of  Meetings (brief  summary of  the minutes) 
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Tell or send me your captions for this photo. 

January 4th Club Meeting 

¶ Thank you from Just for Kicks Dance Academy for 

our support to send Kalene Corcoran to the competi-

tion. 

¶ Motion passed to donate $500 to the Governorôs pro-

ject. 

¶ Lion Ron Riddell was nominated and accepted the 

position of 2nd Vice President. 

¶ Lion Daniel is looking for volunteers to sell advertis-

ing in the Convention program. 

¶ Invitation to the A12 Cabinet meeting (Feb 6) and the 

21 E Zone Advisory meeting in Bracebridge (Feb 13) 

¶ Dave won the 50/50 draw.   

¶ Lion Terry was the mystery greeter and among those 

caught was President Sarah who appointed him! 

January 18th Club Meeting 

¶ This was the official visit of Governor Patti.  She pre-

sented a Club Excellence Award to Barb in the name 

of Ed, and an Excellence Award to Chris for his duties 

as ZC last year. 

¶ President Sarah presented Gov Patti $500 for her pro-

ject. 

¶ Letters of thanks from Leisure World & Salvation 

Army and a request for funds for Lions-Quest 

¶ Mystery greeter was VP Ron who fined the Governor 

for not shaking his hand.  Lion Christine admitted she 

missed shaking Lion Ronôs hand and paid the fine. 

¶ Lion ñLuckyò Fred won the 50/50 draw. 

January 25th Board Meeting 

¶ $250 donated to a local high school student to assist with her trip to Keyna. 

¶ Spaghetti dinner will be May 7th at the Legion 

¶ Lion Matt suggested we charge $15 for the Spaghetti dinner and have this prize include a draw ticket.   

¶ A discussion was held regarding Lions who say they will be at a dinner meeting but do not show.  As a result, at some 

of the meetings recently, we have had to pay for more meals than we collected for.   This matter will be discussed at 

the upcoming business meeting on Feb 1st. 

¶ The 65th Charter Anniversary committee recommended that we hold the evening at the Regatta. The anticipated price 

will be $65 per couple.  The decision will be made at the Feb 1st meeting. 

¶ Winter Carnival plans are underway.  The Leos will be doing face-painting during the pancake breakfast. 

¶ The next Convention Host Committee meeting will be Jan 31st at the Regatta. 



Editorialé.. Awards - good and bad 

Brain 
Teaseré.  
 

Each box represents a 

word or phrase.   Can 

you figure them out??? 

Answers on next page.  

No peeking!! 

J   O   H   N   S $0   all  all  all  all ________ IT Calm    Storm 

ABCDEFGHJMO 

PQRSTUVWXYZ 
timetime  CL UD MinIôllbethereute 

O_ER_T_O_ yagoplayrd 
BIG   BIG 

IGNORE IGNORE 

BELT 

HITTING 

Upcoming  Conventionsé. 
A12 

April 15-17, 2011  Taboo Resort - Gravenhurst 

April  20 - 22.  2012   Deerhurst Resort,  Huntsville 

MDA  

May 26-29, 2011 - Hampton Inn, Ottawa 

May 31-June 3, 2012 - Fallsview, Niagara Falls 

2013 - Sheridan Parkway, Markham 

International  

July 4 - 8, 2011 - Seattle,  Washington 

June 22 - 26, 2012 -   Busan, Korea 

July 5 - 9,  2013 - Hamburg, Germany 

July 4 - 8,  2014 - Toronto 

Larry was the type of guy who was always there.   If you looked at that Club Committee list you would have seen his 

name chairing a couple of committees and serving on others.  He seldom missed a meeting and served on the Board of 

Directors for many years before working his way to Club President.  He had been Club Secretary and Treasurer. 

You could see why I was surprised the day I found out he was no longer a Lion. 

When I asked him why he left ï  I expected the standard answer of long, boring meetings or just  worn out.   My second 

surprise of the day was his reply ï ña disgusting awards nightò. 

His club, like so many others, sold draw tickets. Larry could always be counted on to sell more than most, so he was 

handed twice as many draw tickets as any other Lion to sell at that awards night. 

Later on, when it came time for awards, an old, seldom seen, non ticket selling Lion was not only presented with a 

Melvin Jones ï but was also awarded the ñLion of the Yearò .   (Apparently, this old Lion was the sponsor of the Presi-

dent ï many, many years ago.)    Larry was quite upset and later when he quietly asked the President why he and a few 

of the hard working, more deserving, Lions were passed over ï the reply was they had already received both a Melvin 

Jones and had been Lion of the Year in the past ï and it was not their ñturnò. 

Apparently Larry turned in his draw tickets, turned his back on the Club, and found other interests.   Lionism lost! 

Awards are the only compensation we get for volunteering our time to be Lions.  Awards are that ñnecessary pat on the 

backò that volunteers need every so often.  Properly administered, they can have a very positive effect on the Club.  On 

the other hand, as in the case above,  awards can also have very negative effects if not handled properly! 

VALENTINE FACTS  

¶ The day is named after one or more early Christian martyrs named 

Valentine and was established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 500 

¶ Every year approximately 1 billion valentine cards are sent.  After Christmas, 

itôs the next largest card-sending occasion. 

¶ Teachers receive the most Valentine cards 

¶ 73% of the people who buy Valentineôs flowers 

are men 

¶ Cupid was the son of Venus, the Roman God of 

Love. 

¶ The heart is associated with Valentineôs Day as 

it is considered the source of all human emo-

tions. 



February 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Club Dinner Mtg 

Regatta 

2 3 4 5 

6 7     8    9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 

Club Dinner Mtg 

Regatta 

16 17 18 19 

20 21 25 Board of 

Directors Mtg 

Regatta 

23 24 25  

Winter Carnival 

26  

Winter Carnival 

27 28      

Something to think abouté.. 

ñ`A friend is someone who sees through you and still enjoys the viewò 

Wilma Askinas                           

March 2011 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
1 2 3 4 5 

6 7    8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15      16 17 18 19 

20 21 22    23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Convention 

 Meeting 

  Regatta 

Club Dinner Mtg 

Regatta 

Club Dinner Mtg 

Regatta 

Board of 

Directors Mtg 

Regatta 

Region 21 Rally 

Stephenson 

LLW 
Bayveiw 

Wildwood 

LLW 
Bayveiw 

Wildwood 

Convention 

 Meeting 

  Regatta 

21E Zone Mtg 

Bracebridge 

Cabinet Meeting 

Elmvale 



  Humour é 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOéé 

 

Feb 2     Marj Lewis 

Feb 18    Herve Delarosbil  

Why not bring out a friend or neighbour to 
our next meeting? 

 
People do not ask to join - it is up to the Li-
ons to do the asking. 

 

Point out the social benefits,  the learning 

opportunities available and, of course, the 

opportunity to  put something back into our 

community. 

Membership idea of  
the monthé.. 

Brain Teaser éé 

Long johns,  Free for all,  Blanket,  Calm before 

the storm 

Missing link,  Time after time,  Party cloudy,  Iôll 

be there in a minute 

Painless operation,  Go play in the yard,  Too big 

to ignore,  Hitting below the belt 

A man walks into a post office one day and sees a 

middle-aged, balding man standing at the counter 

methodically placing "Love" stamps on bright 

pink envelopes with hearts all over them. He then 

takes out a perfume bottle and starts spraying 

scent all over them.  

His curiosity gets the better of him; he goes up to 

the balding man and asks him what he is doing. 

The man says, "I'm sending out 1,000 Valentine 

cards signed, 'Guess who?'"  

"But why?" asks the man.  

"I'm a divorce lawyer," the man replies. 

What do farmers give their wives on Valentine's Day? 

Hog and kisses!  

 

What did one light bulb say to the other? 

"I love you a whole watt!"  

After she woke up, Wendy Rawlings told Richard, "I just 

dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine's 

day. What do you think it means?" 

"You'll know tonight." Richard said. 

That evening, Richard came home with a small package 

and gave it to Wendy.  Delighted, she opened it - to find a 

book entitled "The meaning of dreams" 

 

Environment Committee Report  

We are fortunate that our club saw fit to form an Environment com-

mittee again this year.   The committee has met monthly since July, 

developing a mission statement.  ñRaising awarenessò The commit-

tee has developed a pamphlet regarding the potential dangers of 

Giant Hogweed to the environment and to people that handle the 

plantò. 

Are we concerned about climate warming?  The news media report 

on disasters caused by snow storms, floods, droughts, wind storms, 

melting Ice Caps, crop failures and smog. One can only draw the 

conclusion that there is a problem. 

Mother Nature has demonstrated that she is not kind to us, when 

she decides to bring on an environmental disaster, where thousands 

of people are killed or injured.    As Lions what can we do? 

Muskoka Heritage Foundation published an advertisement in 

ñWhatôs Upò 

THE POWER OF ONE 

Responsibility for Environmental Stewardship Lies with Each of 

Us. 

Become a land steward 

Plant native trees and shrubs 

Naturalize your shoreline 

Reduce your carbon footprint 

Use eco-friendly products and services 

Protect wetlands 

Act locally 

We as individuals can make a difference. 

Thanks for your time 

Ron Riddell 

Chair of the Environment Committee. 



WEB PAGES 

Club 

     www.GravenhurstLions.org 

District  

      www.A12Lions.org 

      www.ItTakesALion.ca 

MDA  

      www.MDALions.org 

Lions International  

     www.LionsClubs.org 

USA/Canada Leadership Forum 

    www.USACanadaLionsForum.org 

GRAVENHURST LIONS  -  Proudly Serving our community since 1946 

LION SPOUSE PHONE LION SINCE LION SPOUSE PHONE LION SINCE 

Bill Allison       Kathy 687-7598 1998 Carol Keith Barry 689-9007 2003 

Sheila & Stan Bernstein 687-8467 2010 Bud Leonard   687-2076 1982 

Jake Cambridge Marilyn 684-8926 ? Marj & RC Chris Lewis   687-2144 2006 & 1999 

Doug Campbell  788-9287 2000 Brandon McGregor  687-0618 2001 

Irene & Gord Campbell  687-0024 2001 & 1995 Randy McGregor Lynn 687-0618 1999 

Ron Chaisson Eunice 687-4408 1992 Keith Metcalfe Kathy Reid 687-0851 2009 

Phil Clarke  687-0487 1951 Corrine Owen    (Associate Member) 684-8560  

PRC Fred Collins Isobel 687-2846 1998 PZC Glen Peart Betty 687-2820 1980 

Cindy Dann Wes Thompson 687-7365 2006 Lorne Punshon Eleanor 684-8023 2001 

PDG Kathy Daoust  687-7150 1990 Wendy & Richard Rawlings   687-7421 2002 & 1998 

Herve Delarosbil Lion Christina 687-4623 2010 Joe Richard  687-6218 2010 

PDG Dave Durant &  PDG Nancy Watt-Durant  646-1313 1977 & 1998 Ron Riddell   Barb 684-9679 2001 

Wendy & Jim Fletcher  687-7000 2002 & 2004 Scott Slater  Sue 687-2550 2010 

Matthew Gilchrist  687-8510 2010 Daniel Soucy Leslie 645-4707 2003 

Ian Gray Barb 687-7525 1999 Terry Stevenson Susan 687-6932 1984 

Christina Grimes Lion Herve 687-4623 2010 Barb Stirrett   687-8715 2004 

Sarah & PZC Rob Grimes   687-1643 2003 & 2002 Dap Thach  Dianne 687-7737 2010 

George Harris Erika 684-9199 1992 519-943-0113 2010 Jack Wensvoort  

Doug Hewitson Marji 687-8978 1981 George White 687-3661 1952 Norma 

PDG Archie Howard Irma 687-8638 1962 Jack Willcock 519-220-1294 1971 Dorothy 

Bob Hutton Iris 687-2742 1981 Sherry Wilde  687-2388 2010 

PDDG Kent Ing Vi 687-1506 1961     

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President     Sarah Grimes 

1st VP          Carol Keith 

2nd VP         Ron Riddell 

Secretary     PDG Kathy Daoust 

Treasurer     RC Chris Lewis 
1yr Directors    

   Irene Campbell,  Barb Stirrett 
2 yr Directors    

   Daniel Soucy,  PDG Nancy Watt-Durant 

Membership Director   PZC Rob Grimes  

            COMMITTEES FOR 2010 2011  
1st VP Carol 

2011 Convention - Daniel                                   �����������3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V���1�L�J�K�W��- Nancy 
Community Service - Carol,  Fred,  Kathy,  Doug (Leisure World), Chris, Sherry 

Conventions & Forums - Dave       
Diabetes, Sight, Hearing & Camps - Bud, Kathy (Vision Screening) 

Driver Reviver - Kathy,  Rob, Bud, Dave, Nancy 

Environment - Ron,  Herve, Rob, Glen, Lorne, Ian, Joe      

Finance - Chris, Marj, Nancy  

Food Events - Cindy, Terry (spaghetti dinner), Jack Wensvoort 

Lake Curling - Fred, Bud, Ian 

Lions Foundation of Canada - Carol,  Fred, Archie          

Nevada - Marj                                                       Property - Terry, Daniel 

Youth Outreach - Matt, Daniel, Dap 

2nd VP Ron 
65th Charter Anniversary - Rob, Kathy, Chris, Sarah, Fred 

Communications - Fred, Dave, Kathy, Chris 

Constitution & By-Laws-Nancy, Kathy, Archie  

Flags - Bud                                              
Guest Speakers - Daniel                           Health & Welfare - Rob 
LCIF - Chris               
Leo Club - Wendy, Randy, Barb 

Long Range Planning - Chris, Daniel, Richard     

Meal Committee - Chris, Irene, Marj  Membership - Rob, Daniel, Terry     

Special Meetings - Nancy, Scott 

Ways & Means - Terry,  Bill, Irene,  Gord,  Dave,  Ian,  Scott,  Daniel,  Nancy 

Winter Carnival - Rob, Cindy 


